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SYLLABUS – A COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 
I. General information  

1. Course name: History of American Literature 
2. Course code: 15-HLA-CH-11 
3. Course type (compulsory or optional): optional 
4. Study programme name: English and Chinese Studies 
5. Cycle of studies (1st or 2nd cycle of studies or full master’s programme): 1st cycle 
6. Educational profile (general academic profile or practical profile): general academic 
7. Year of studies (if relevant): Year 1 
8. Type of classes and number of contact hours (e.g. lectures: 15 hours; practical classes: 30 hours): 

practical classes: 30 hours 
9. Number of ECTS credits: 3 
10.  Name, surname, academic degree/title of the course lecturer/other teaching staff: mgr Michał 

Kapis, michal.kapis@amu.edu.pl  
11.  Language of classes: English 
12.  Online learning: yes (partly – online / fully – online) / no 

 

II. Detailed information 
1. Course aim (aims):  

 
1: the passing of knowledge of the history of American literature from 1620 to modern times  
2: developing students’ ability of critical analysis of literary texts  
3: developing students’ ability to apply literature research methods in the analysis of literary texts  
4: developing students’ skills of reading critical sources and their use in the analysis of literary 
texts 
5: developing students’ communication and teamwork skills 
 

2. Pre-requisites in terms of knowledge, skills and social competences (if relevant): None. 
  

3. Course learning outcomes (EU) in terms of knowledge, skills and social competences and their 
reference to study programme learning outcomes (EK): 

 

Course learning 
outcome symbol 
(EU) 

On successful completion of the course and validation of its 
learning outcomes, a student: 

Reference to study 
programme learning 
outcomes (EK) 

15-HLA-CH_01 
recognizes the main trends in the historical development of 
American literature 

K_W02, K_W03, 
K_W04, K_W06 

15-HLA-CH_02 
is able to analyze and interpret a literary text in a historical and 
cultural context 

K_U02; K_U03; K_U05; 
K_U08; K_U10 

15-HLA-CH_03 
reads in a comprehensive way texts which belong to various 
literary genres and different variations of American English (e.g. 
17th century texts, American regionalism, and others). 

 K_U10 

15-HLA-CH_04 uses critical sources in the analysis of literary texts K_U09, K_U10 

15-HLA-CH_05 
proposes their own interpretation of the texts and actively 
participates in class discussions 

K_U11, K_U12 

15-HLA-CH_06 knows and correctly uses basic literary concepts and definitions 
K_W10 

15-HLA-CH_07 
draws logical conclusions from in-class discussions and is able to 
summarise the main points in discussions 

K_U06, K_U15 

 

 
4. Learning content with reference to course learning outcomes (EU)  

 

Course learning content: 
Course learning 
outcome symbol 
(EU) 

The Colonial Period (1620-1740): themes, genres, historical background 15-HLA-CH_01-07 

American Enlightenment and fight for independence (1740-1776): themes, 
historical, cultural and political background; Enlightenment philosophy; 
autobiographical texts by Jonathan Edwards and Benjamin Franklin 

15-HLA-CH_01-07 

Early Romantic Period (1820-1850): the development of the national tradition: 
three stories by Washington Irving 

15-HLA-CH_01-07 
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American Renaissance: American Transcendentalism: texts by Ralph Waldo 
Emerson and Henry David Thoreau & others 

15-HLA-CH_01-07 

American Gothic: Edgar Allan Poe 15-HLA-CH_01-07 

American Renaissance (1835-1961): Dark Romanticism: the prose of Nathaniel 
Hawthorne (selection) 

15-HLA-CH_01-07 

 American Renaissance – selected poetry of Walt Whitman and Emily Dickinson 15-HLA-CH_01-07 

American realism - text by Henry James 15-HLA-CH_01-07 

American regionalism: text by Mark Twain 15-HLA-CH_01-07 

Modernist American Poetry (1900-1939): Ezra Pound, T.S. Eliot, W.C. Williams, 
Gertrude Stein, Wallace Stevens, Marianne Moore, Langston Hughes – selected 
poems 

15-HLA-CH_01-07 

American modernist prose: two texts by Ernest Hemingway and Francis Scott 
Fitzgerald  

15-HLA-CH_01-07 

American poetry of the 1950s and 1960s: Allen Ginsberg and Sylvia Plath: 
selected poems 

15-HLA-CH_01-07 

Postmodernist novel: Kurt Vonnegut’s Slaughterhouse 5 15-HLA-CH_01-07 

Contemporary Prose: Toni Morrison’s prose  15-HLA-CH_01-07 
 

 

5. Reading list: 

*Norton Anthology of American Literature. (Volume 1&2) (INTRODUCTION TO THE PERIOD AND NOTES ON THE 

WRITERS OBLIGATORY). 

*Bercovitch, Sacvan (ed.), associate ed. Cyrus R. K. Patell. The Cambridge History of American literature. Vol. 1, 

1590-1820. Cambridge : Cambridge Univ. Press, 1994.  

*Bigsby, Christopher William Edgar. Modern American drama, 1945-1990. New York: CUP, 1994.  

*Bigsby, Christopher William Edgar. Modern American drama: 1945-2000. Cambridge: CUP, 2000. *Bradley Sculley 

(et. al.). American Tradition in Literature (Volume 1 and 2) 

*Conn, Peter. 1989. The Cambridge Illustrated History of American Literature. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. 

*Elliot, Emory (ed.) The Columbia History of the American Novel and Poetry, NY, 1991&1993. *Elliot, Emory (ed.). The 

Columbia Literary History of the United States, NY 1990.  

*Gray, Richard. 2004. A History of American Literature. Blackwell Publishing Ltd. 

*Harvey Pearce, Roy. The Continuity of American Poetry. Princeton University Press. 1961. 

*Kopcewicz, Sienicka Historia Literatury Stanów Zjednoczonych w zarysie (Volume 1[17th-19th century] i 2 [20th 

century] Warszawa: PWN, 1983 (OBLIGATORY)  

*Matthiessen, F.O. The American Renaissance. London: OUP, 1941. 

*Parini, Jay (ed.), Brett Candlish Miller. The Columbia History of American Poetry. 1993. 

* Preminger, Alex; Terry V.F. Brogan; Frank J. Warnke (eds.). The New Princeton Encyclopedia ofPoetry and Poetics. 

*Preis-Smith, Agata. 2004. Kultura, tekst, ideologia. Dyskursy współczesnej amerykanistyki. Universitas. 

*Ruland, Richard and Malcolm Bradbury. From Puritanism to Postmodernism: A History of American Literature. 

Penguin Books. 1992. *Salska, Agnieszka (ed.) Historia literatury amerykańskiej XX wieku, (Volume 1 and 2). 

Universitas, 2003. (OBLIGATORY)  

*Stachura, Paweł. 2010. An Outline History of American Literature. Poznań: Wydawnictwo Poznańskie.  

Internet re/sources: Gutenberg Project, bartleby.com 
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III. Additional information 
1. Teaching and learning methods and activities to enable students to achieve the intended course 

learning outcomes (please indicate the appropriate methods and activities with a tick and/or 
suggest different methods) 

 
 

Teaching and learning methods and activities X 

Lecture with a multimedia presentation x 

Interactive lecture x 

Problem – based lecture   

Discussions  x 

Text-based work  x 

Case study work  

Problem-based learning  

Educational simulation/game  

Task – solving learning (eg. calculation, artistic, practical tasks)  

Experiential work  x 

Laboratory work  

Scientific inquiry method  

Workshop method  

Project work  

Demonstration and observation   

Sound and/or video demonstration  

Creative methods (eg. brainstorming, SWOT analysis, decision tree method, snowball 
technique, concept maps) 

x 

Group work x 

Other (please specify) -   

…  

 

 
2. Assessment methods to test if learning outcomes have been achieved (please indicate with a tick 

the appropriate methods for each LO and/or suggest different methods) 
 

Assessment methods 

Course learning outcome symbol 
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Written exam x x x x x x 

Oral exam       

Open book exam       

Written test x x x x x x 

Oral test       

Multiple choice test       

Project       

Essay x x x x x x 

Report       

Individual presentation        

Practical exam (performance observation)        

Portfolio        

Other (please specify)        
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3. Student workload and ECTS credits 

 

Activity types 
Mean number of hours spent on each activity 

type 

Contact hours with the teacher as specified in the study 
programme 

30 

In
d

e
p
e

n
d

e
n

t 
s
tu

d
y
* 

Preparation for classes 10 

Reading for classes 30 

Essay / report / presentation / demonstration 
preparation, etc.  

5 

Project preparation  

Term paper preparation  

Exam preparation 15 

Other (please specify) -  

…  

Total hours 90 

Total ECTS credits for the course 3 

 

* please indicate the appropriate activity types and/or suggest different activities 
 

 

4. Assessment criteria in accordance with AMU in Poznan’s grading system: 
 

Very good (bdb; 5,0): The student has excellent knowledge and understanding of concepts and 

terminology used in the field of literary studies as well excellent communicative competence and social 

skills, is able to freely analyze and interpret a literary text in its historical and cultural context, readily 

recognizes the main trends in the historical development of American literature and proposes their own 

interpretation of the texts, has excellent knowledge of and correctly uses basic literary concepts and 

definitions in spoken and written English. 

 
Good plus (+db; 4,5): The student has very good knowledge and understanding of concepts and 
terminology used in the field of literary studies as well very good communicative competence and social 
skills, is able to analyze and interpret a literary text in its historical and cultural context, readily recognizes 
the main trends in the historical development of American literature and proposes their own interpretation 
of the texts, has very good knowledge of and correctly uses basic literary concepts and definitions in 
spoken and written English with minor mistakes. 

 
Good (db; 4,0): The student has good knowledge and understanding of concepts and terminology used in 
the field of literary studies as well good communicative competence and social skills, is able to analyze 
and interpret a literary text in its historical and cultural context, recognizes the main trends in the historical 
development of American literature and proposes their own interpretation of the texts, has good 
knowledge of and correctly uses basic literary concepts and definitions in spoken and written English with 
occasional mistakes. 
 
Satisfactory plus (+dst; 3,5): The student has satisfactory knowledge and understanding of concepts and 
terminology used in the field of literary studies as well satisfactory communicative competence and social 
skills, is able to analyze and interpret a literary text in its historical and cultural context to a satisfactory 
effect, recognizes most of the main trends in the historical development of American literature and 
proposes their own interpretation of the texts, has satisfactory knowledge of and uses basic literary 
concepts and definitions in spoken and written English but with significant shortcomings. 
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Satisfactory (dst; 3,0): The student has basic knowledge and understanding of concepts and terminology 
used in the field of literary studies as well basic communicative competence and social skills, is able to 
analyze and interpret a literary text in its historical and cultural context to a basic effect, recognizes most 
of the main trends in the historical development of American literature, has basic knowledge of and uses 
basic literary concepts and definitions in spoken and written English but with numerous errors. 

 
Unsatisfactory (ndst; 2,0): The student does not have satisfactory knowledge or understanding of 
concepts and terminology used in the field of literary studies and has not developed satisfactory 
communicative competence and social skills, is not able to analyze and interpret a literary text in its 
historical and cultural context to a satisfactory effect, does not recognize the main trends in the historical 
development of American literature and is unable to propose their own interpretation of the texts, does not 
have satisfactory knowledge of and is unable to correctly use basic literary concepts and definitions in 
spoken and written English. 


